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are fully organized for the manufacture of all the hand-spun
khadi we require and have brought about a complete boycott of
foreign cloth.

We must hold the Congress at any cost in spite of the arrest
of everyone of the leaders unless the Government dissolve it by
force. And if we are neither cowed down nor provoked to violence
but are able to continue national work, we have certainly attained
swaraj. For no power on earth can stop the onward march of a
peaceful, determined and godly people.

M. K, GANDHI

Young India, 8-12-1921

236.   COMPLAINT OF THE UNTOUCHABLES
Two Antjaja friends write as follows i1
There is, in this complaint, a measure of ignorance and of
anger arising from ignorance, but, that apart, the letter deserves
consideration. By passing resolutions and talking about their
problem we have raised hopes in them. It was absolutely neces-
sary to do this. It was necessary also that hopes should be raised
in them and to tell those Antjaja friends that what has happened
should be sufficient answer to them. Another answer can be that
they lay the entire burden on me. I can understand the sting in
their words- They accuse me of being satisfied with the more or less
that I do myself and of being gullible enough to be taken in by
others who only befool me. However, if I do something, there
are others who may be doing less but still they do it,
Untouchability is an attitude of the mind, not a concrete ob-
ject. To eradicate it, therefore, is not as easy as to persuade pupils
to leave schools. No agitation, therefore, like the one with regard
to schools can be suggested in respect of untouchability. A change
of heart is necessary for this reform, as it is for accepting the
principle of non-violence. The movement, therefore, can only be
carried on along the same line as that for non-violence. Just as
the extent to which the latter has been accepted by the people can
be measured from the occasional incidents of violence which oc-
cur, so can progress in the removal of untouchability be measured
from occasional evidence of its survival. No rule of arithmetic can
be applied to judge this. You cannot work out as an arithmetical
1 Not reproduced